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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/20/08 has been entered. 

Amendment's Amendment filed 1 1/20/08 has been entered and carefully considered. 
Claims 44, 53, 58, 63, 67 have been amended. Claims 71-80 have been added. 
However, the limitations of the amended and new claims have not been found to be 
patentable over prior art of record of record, therefore, claims 44-80 are rejected under 
the same ground of rejection as set forth in the office action mailed 07/23/08. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 44-49, 52-80 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Humpleman [US. 6,288,716] in view of Yang [US. 
6,133,847]. 
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As to claims 44, 53 and 58, Humpleman teaches is 



column 3, line 45); 

receiving in the information appliance the user interface data from the remote 
device to be controlled, wherein the user interface data describes a plurality of 
remote device functions performed by the remote device (column 2, lines 57- 
67); 

determining functions available in the user interface template that correspond to 
each of the plurality of remote device functions described by the user interface 
data (column 4, lines 24-42); 

assigning one of a plurality of representations respectively to each one of the 
plurality of remote device functions described by the user interface data 
(column 4, line 24 through column 5, line 22); programming each of the 
assigned plurality of representations of the user interface for the information 
appliance to respectively control its corresponding one of the plurality of remote 
device functions (column 9, lines 21-29 and lines 59-63); and storing the user 
interface on the information appliance, the user interface including the assigned 
plurality of representations programmed to control the plurality of remote device 
functions (column 4, line 42 through column 5, line 23). 
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Humpleman fails to clearly teach the thin information appliance with limited 
processing and storage capabilities although Humpleman teaches "a first home 
device that is capable of displaying user interface data being connected to the 
home network, a second home device that stores user interface data which 
defines a user interface for commanding and controlling the second home 
device... The first home device receives the user interface data from the second 
home device over the home network." (column 2, lines 46-54). 
However, in the same field of Humpleman, Yang teaches the thin information 
appliance at column 3, lines 6-23. Applicant's attention is directed to the cited 
passage "Data interface 1 10 is utilized to download programming software code 
to the remote control device from the particular appliance that is to be 
controlled. The programming code that is downloaded to the remote control 
device is that code that is required in order to control the functions of the 
appliance to be controlled. The downloaded programming code is stored in 
memory 120 of the remote control device." 

Yang does not download an entire user interface of the controlled devices but 

only the programming code of its controlled devices. 

It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention 

was made, to combine the Yang's teaching of the thin information appliance 

with the teaching of Humpleman. Motivation of the combination would have 

been to save storage and memory for a remote control. 

As to claims 45, 54, 59, 64 and 68, Yang teaches the user interface data 

describing the plurality of remote device functions does not comprise a whole of 
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the user interface for the thin information appliance to control the remote 
device, thereby reducing resources usage of the thin information appliance 
(column 3, lines 6-23). It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made, to combine the Yang's teaching of the thin 
information appliance with the teaching of Humpleman. Motivation of the 
combination would have been to save storage and memory for a remote 
control. 

As to claims 46, 55 and 60, Humpleman teaches the plurality of 
representations including at least one representation selected from a group 
consisting of an icon, a scroll bar, a back arrow, a forward arrow, a keypad, a 
horizontal scrollbar and a vertical scrollbar (column 7, lines 26-47). 
As to claims 47, 56, 61, 65 and 69, Humpleman teaches accepting input from 
a user to interact with a selected representation from among the plurality of 
representations; communicating the input to the remote device through a 
network such that the user is able to utilize the desired function on the remote 
device corresponding to the selected representation (column 5, lines 5-36). 
As to claim 48, Humpleman teaches the plurality of remote device functions of 
the remote device including at least one selected from a group consisting of 
viewing remote device interface functions, viewing a remote device output, 
selecting the remote device interface functions, selecting the remote device 
output, changing the remote device interface functions, and changing the 
remote device output (column 6, line 60 through column 7, line 26). 
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As to claims 49 and 57, Humpleman teaches monitoring interface of a user 
with the selected representation from among the plurality of representations; 
and storing data representative of the monitored interaction, the data 
representative of the monitored interaction being used to configure the display 
of the selected representation (column 8, line 55 through column 9, line 5). 
As to claim 52, Humpleman teaches identifying a resource on the remote 
device with which a user interacts; and loading a user interface representation 
corresponding to the identified resource (column 9, lines 45-63). 
As to claims 62, 66 and 70, Humpleman teaches the input including at least 
one of selecting an icon, manipulating a scroll bar, inputting a data set, and 
interacting with a representation of a user interface function on the remote 
device (column 7, lines 26-47). 

As to claim 63, Humpleman teaches accessing a resource on the remote 
device through a network (column 6, lines 53-67); evaluating interaction of a 
user with the resource (column 9, lines 45-62); identifying the resource based 
on the evaluated interaction; and loading the user interface corresponding to 
the identified resource (column 9, line 64 through column 1 0, line 40); - 1 o 



through column 3, 



ine 45; 
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receiving in the thin information appliance the user interface data from the 
remote device to be controlled, wherein the user interface data describes a 
plurality of remote device functions performed by the remote device (column 2, 
lines 57-67); determining functions available in the user interface template that 
correspond to each of the plurality of remote device functions described by the 
user interface data (column 4, lines 24-42); assigning one of a plurality of 
representations respectively to each one of the plurality of remote device 
functions described by the user interface data (column 4, line 24 through 
column 5, line 22); programming each of the assigned plurality of 
representations of the user interface for the thin information appliance to 
respectively control its corresponding one of the plurality of remote device 
functions (column 9, lines 21-29 and lines 59-63); and storing the user interface 
on the thin information appliance, the user interface including the assigned 
plurality of representations programmed to control the plurality of remote device 
functions (column 4, line 42 through column 5, line 23). 
Humpleman fails to clearly teach the thin information appliance with limited 
processing and storage capabilities although Humpleman teaches "a first home 
device that is capable of displaying user interface data being connected to the 
home network, a second home device that stores user interface data which 
defines a user interface for commanding and controlling the second home 
device . . The first home device receives the user interface data from the second 
home device over the home network." (column 2, lines 46-54). 
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However, in the same field of Humpleman, Yang teaches the thin information 
appliance at column 3, lines 6-23. Applicant's attention is directed to the cited 
passage "Data interface 1 10 is utilized to download programming software code 
to the remote control device from the particular appliance that is to be 
controlled. The programming code that is downloaded to the remote control 
device is that code that is required in order to control the functions of the 
appliance to be controlled. The downloaded programming code is stored in 
memory 120 of the remote control device." 

Yang does not download an entire user interface of the controlled devices but 
only the programming code of its controlled devices. 
It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention 
was made, to combine the Yang's teaching of the thin information appliance 
with the teaching of Humpleman. Motivation of the combination would have 
been to save storage and memory for a remote control. 
As to claim 67, Humpleman teaches a communications network configure to 
provide a connection between the thin information appliance and the remote 
device to supply the user interface data for use with the user interface template 
in creating the user interface, said user interface template being stored in the 
thin information appliance prior to the initiation of said connection (column 2, 
line 45 through column 3, line 45; 

the remote device comprising equipment capable of connecting to the 
communications network (column 4, lines 24-42); and a plurality of remote 
device functions (column 6, line 54 through column 7, line 47); and the 



Application/Control Number: 09/751 ,520 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2179 

information appliance comprising equipment configured to provide at least 
intermittent connection between the thin information appliance and the remote 
device through the communications network (column 7, lines 25-58); 
receiving in the thin information appliance the user interface data from the 
remote device to be controlled, wherein the user interface data describes a 
plurality of remote device functions performed by the remote device (column 2, 
lines 57-67); determining functions available in the user interface template that 
correspond to each of the plurality of remote device functions described by the 
user interface data (column 4, lines 24-42); assigning one of a plurality of 
representations respectively to each one of the plurality of remote device 
functions described by the user interface data (column 4, line 24 through 
column 5, line 22); programming each of the assigned plurality of 
representations of the user interface for the thin information appliance to 
respectively control its corresponding one of the plurality of remote device 
functions (column 9, lines 21-29 and lines 59-63); and storing the user interface 
on the thin information appliance, the user interface including the assigned 
plurality of representations programmed to control the plurality of remote device 
functions (column 4, line 42 through column 5, line 23). 
Humpleman fails to clearly teach the thin information appliance with limited 
processing and storage capabilities although Humpleman teaches "a first home 
device that is capable of displaying user interface data being connected to the 
home network, a second home device that stores user interface data which 
defines a user interface for commanding and controlling the second home 
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device... The first home device receives the user interface data from the second 
home device over the home network." (column 2, lines 46-54). 
However, in the same field of Humpleman, Yang teaches the thin information 
appliance at column 3, lines 6-23. Applicant's attention is directed to the cited 
passage "Data interface 1 10 is utilized to download programming software code 
to the remote control device from the particular appliance that is to be 
controlled. The programming code that is downloaded to the remote control 
device is that code that is required in order to control the functions of the 
appliance to be controlled. The downloaded programming code is stored in 
memory 120 of the remote control device." 

Yang does not download an entire user interface of the controlled devices but 

only the programming code of its controlled devices. 

It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention 

was made, to combine the Yang's teaching of the thin information appliance 

with the teaching of Humpleman. Motivation of the combination would have 

been to save storage and memory for a remote control. 

As to claims 71, 75 and 79, Yang teaches using a rendering engine of the thin 

information appliance to configure the user interface based on said user 

interface data received (column 4, lines 15-38). 

As to claims 72, 74, 76, 78 and 80, Yang teaches creating a second user 
interface for said thin appliance to control a second remote device, The second 
user interface being created from said user interface template of said thin 



Application/Control Number: 09/751 ,520 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2179 

appliance based on second user interface data received from the second 
remote device (column 4, lines 15-46). 

As to claims 73 and 77, Yang teaches using a rendering engine of the thin 
information appliance to configure the user interfaces based on said user 
interface data received (column 4, line 15 through column 5, Iine20). 

Claims 50-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Humpleman [US. 6,288, 716] in view of Yang [US. 6,133,847]. 

As to claims 50 and 51, Humpleman in view of Yang fail to clearly teach the 
feature of the data representative of the monitored interaction including an 
amount of time spent by the user interacting with the selected representation, 
and further wherein a display of the plurality of representations is configured to 
include the selected representation if said amount of time is greater than a 
threshold amount of time. However, it would have been well known in the 
computer art in which the monitored interaction data including an amount of 
time and a number of time spent by the user interacting because Humpleman 
teaches "using the interface, applications running on a home network device 
have accessed to the sensor and detector devices around the home for 
monitoring and controlling of those devices (column 22, lines 55-57), in order to 
monitor these devices, user need an amount of time to accomplish this task. It 
would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention was 
made, to combine the well known implementation with the teachings of 
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Humpleman and Yang. Motivation of the combination would have been to 
control the display content in response to the past behavior of a viewer. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant has argued that Humpleman does not teach or suggest an 
information appliance with limited processing and storage capabilities. 
However, Humpleman teaches "a first home device that is capable of displaying 
user interface data being connected to the home network, a second home 
device that stores user interface data which defines a user interface for 
commanding and controlling the second home device . . .The first home device 
receives the user interface data from the second home device over the home 
network." (column 2, lines 46-54). Yang teaches the thin information appliance 
at column 3, lines 6-23. Applicant's attention is directed to the cited passage 
"Data interface 1 10 is utilized to download programming software code to the 
remote control device from the particular appliance that is to be controlled. The 
programming code that is downloaded to the remote control device is that code 
that is required in order to control the functions of the appliance to be controlled. 
The downloaded programming code is stored in memory 120 of the remote 
control device." Yang does not download an entire user interface of the 
controlled devices but only the programming code of its controlled devices. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mylinh Tran. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4141 . 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo, can be reached at 571-272-4847. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned are as follows: 

571-273-8300 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 

Mylinh Tran 
Art Unit 2179 



/Weilun Lo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



